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7 December 2016 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

HARROGATE LOCAL PLAN – NEW SETTLEMENT CHOICE 

 

It is vital that the Harrogate Borough Council Local Plan is accepted by Central 

Government. We are in the present situation because the previous draft plan was 

rejected and have been at the mercy of the National Planning Policy Framework which 

has little regard to local interests, issues or ambitions. 

 

In times of austerity it is COST that makes or breaks many projects. Green Hammerton 

Parish Council believes that the cost of developing Flaxby would be FAR lower than the 

cost of developing the Green Hammerton site. 

 

Secondly the HBC Local Plan will be accepted if it is DELIVERABLE and that will mean 

virtual certainty that a significant part of the plan – the new settlement – is achievable. 

GHPC believes that there are many uncertainties and lack of detail that make Green 

Hammerton fail this test. Flaxby on the other hand already has significant backers who are 

ready to go. Flaxby will happen if it is given the go ahead. Green Hammerton might not. 

 

It is difficult to know which aspects are most important.  The following list of considerations 

are roughly based on the HBC priorities. 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

Flaxby is situated next to a Location for Major Employment Growth which will provide 

many jobs to the people in Flaxby. If Green Hammerton New Settlement (GHNS) is chosen, 

it will lose its major employer – Johnsons Nurseries and there are no other jobs in the area. 

 

ROAD TRANSPORT 

The A59 is already congested and nearing its capacity. The addition of over 2,500 houses 

and therefore at least 5,000 cars will have a significant burden to the A59. Most of the 

commuters will head west towards the A1 for Leeds and Harrogate. 

Junction 47 on the A1(M) will soon have the additional lorry transport of waste from all 

over Yorkshire. To this will be added the thousands of cars above. 

 

RAIL TRANSPORT 

Much is made of the railway line and stations and the railway does provide a useful 

transport link between York and Harrogate. It is a limited route, however, and nearly 

everyone in Green Hammerton drives to work or drives to York or Harrogate for shopping. 

We are aware of two people from Green Hammerton who use the railway for work. GHPC 

feel that the importance of the railway is exaggerated. 

 



AMENITY 

The new settlement at Green Hammerton will be bisected by the A59 dividing the town 

into two. Why build a town around a busy trunk road? Quality of life around the A59 will be 

poor, community links will be severed, and school children will inevitably have to cross the 

road using walkways which look awful.  

It is said that the A59 will be rerouted to the South. The last time this was proposed it was 

rejected on the grounds of cost and the Green Hammerton bypass took its present route. 

The same considerations will apply in the future and is a major reason why the proposal will 

not be deliverable. 

 

LANDSCAPE AND HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

The new settlement at Green Hammerton will be built on the first hill as you leave the Vale 

of York.  The area is rural with small villages. There are views to York Minster from Kirk 

Hammerton Lane. 

GHNS will be an eyesore to all approaching from the east – a new urban development on 

a green field site in the middle of nowhere. The present residents will lose their views and 

walks. 

 

FARMLAND 

GHNS will destroy a large area of good quality farmland which is a limited asset for the 

country. GHPC are aware that Flaxby would also lose farmland but much less since much 

of the site is on a disused golf course. 

 

OWNERSHIP 

GHNS has a multiplicity of owners who will all have to support the project. Much may 

depend on price and sell ‘if the price is right’. Some may become ‘deal breakers’ and use 

their position to their greatest gain. Johnson Nurseries, a flourishing business, will have to be 

bought out. 

Flaxby has far simpler ownership and is already in preparation for development. 

This issue is a key consideration for the deliverability of the new settlements. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Supply of electricity and gas will be easier at Flaxby. Schools, surgeries, water, sewage will 

all be needed 

 

INCINERATOR HEAT 

Flaxby is very close to the incinerator and able to take advantage of this ‘green’ energy 

which will otherwise be wasted. GHPC was told that the heat could be piped to GHNS but 

it would be inefficient. 

 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Given that the choice of new settlement is between Green Hammerton and Flaxby, it 

seems that Flaxby has several positive elements – deliverable, lower cost, good 

employment opportunities, fewer car journeys, smaller loss of farmland, lower landscape 

impact.  The negative aspects are largely shared with Green Hammerton other than the 

proximity to Knaresborough (which some would see as an advantage) and possible 

pressure to create a green belt in the long-term. 

The Green Hammerton new settlement has risks associated with multiplicity of ownership 

and additional disadvantages of the A59 in the middle, more car journeys, no jobs and a 

red score for landscape and historic environment impact. 

Green Hammerton Parish Council requests Harrogate Borough Council to choose Flaxby. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Paul Whelan, Clerk to the Green Hammerton Parish Council 

 


