
Green Hammerton Parish Council 

NEWSLETTER No2 

Update on Building Proposals in Green Hammerton 

 

This latest Parish Council special newsletter is being circulated to each household in the village, 

making everyone aware of the latest development in the plans to build new houses in Green 

Hammerton, and to let you know how you can make you views known. 

The most important thing to tell you is that Redrow Homes, who want to build on West Fields, the 

land behind Stoneleigh gate and bordered by the A59 and B6265 roads, have now submitted a 

formal planning application to Harrogate Borough Council. As expected, this application is a proposal 

to build 83 new houses using the whole of this site, with an access road emerging on Harrogate Road 

opposite the children’s playground. The plans include around 33 houses that are categorised as 

being “affordable homes” with the remainder to be larger family homes. 

We are now in a statutory consultation period in which anyone who wants to express an opinion can 

do so. This consultation period ends on Thursday 9th July 2015, so it is important that if you do have 

a view about this site being developed, the number of houses being planned or any other issue 

related to this application you do so as soon as possible. 

The Redrow application documents are now available for viewing on the Planning section of the 

Harrogate Borough Council website at www.harrogate.gov.uk. The reference number to use to see 

the application is 15/02624/FULMAJ, but you can easily find it by typing in “Green Hammerton” and 

you will see the Redrow application for 83 houses listed. 

There are 55 separate documents in the Redrow application, but the Parish council would suggest as 

a minimum you look at the following in particular: 

 DWG Site Plan – This is a map of the proposed Redrow development once complete. 

 Planning Statement – this is a document prepared by consultants Johnson Brooks on behalf      

of Redrow Homes, outlining their case for the development to be approved. 

 Statement of Community Involvement – this outlines and acknowledges the many concerns 

raised to Redrow so far during the earlier consultation process. 

 Transport Assessment – This is a report prepared for Redrow by an independent firm called 

Optima, and their survey results suggest that the existing roads and junctions can cope with 

increased traffic volume linked to this development. It is not an assessment by NYCC 

Highways, who have yet to give their view, but Highways will do so during this consultation 

phase as they have overall legal responsibility for all roads in the county. 



 Flood Risk Assessment – This is not a report from Yorkshire Water, but another independent 

report on behalf of Redrow, which deals with drainage issues linked to the planned build. It 

shows that Redrow do intend to link to the existing foul water sewerage system, and to 

divert surface water into the nearby Caskill Beck. This is subject to consent from Yorkshire 

Water, who again has yet to respond during this consultation phase and who have the final 

say on sewerage and drainage issues.  

If you have internet access and are able to view the application online, you will see that you can 

register a public comment on the same site. Your Parish Council would strongly urge you to do so if 

you have an opinion or view that you wish to express.  

If you do not have internet access you can still make your voice heard by writing to Harrogate 

Borough Council at the following address:  

Harrogate Borough Council, 

Planning Department, 

Crescent Gardens, 

Harrogate HG1 2SG 

We are arranging to display a site plan and some other related documents on the notice board next 

to the old Reading Room for those of you who cannot access the internet but still want to see what 

is in the application and then respond in writing. 

You will recall from the last Newsletter that the Parish Council will be formally responding on the 

basis of the village survey result. That showed a majority of residents took a pragmatic positon and 

supported some build taking place on half of West Fields provided it was sympathetic in style, 

limited in numbers and density, and infrastructure issues were addressed.  The survey also showed 

there were significant numbers of residents opposed to any build on this site, and that there was 

almost unanimous (92%) opposition to the whole of the site being developed, even among those 

who supported limited development. This is the stance that the Parish Council will adopt as a 

statutory consultee. 

So that you can help to finalise that response, the Parish Council will be holding an Open Meeting to 

consider this application and further discuss the Redrow documents. We want to ensure that every 

opportunity is taken to influence this proposal and to ensure that any building that is approved 

results in a housing development that compliments the existing village, and that Redrow’s current 

wish to build 83 houses is rejected. You may have knowledge or a viewpoint that has not yet been 

considered but may help. 

 

 



 

That meeting will be held on Tuesday 30th June 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  

We have asked that a representative from both NYCC Highways and Yorkshire Water attend one of 

our meetings to explain their position on this issue. Highways have declined, saying they had been 

instructed that attending any open meeting is inappropriate due to the emotive nature of highways 

issues and planning applications. We did as a Parish Council accept the offer of a private meeting 

with a senior Highways manager however, and outlined your concerns during that discussion. We 

have to date had no response from Yorkshire Water. 

Do make every effort to attend if you can and contribute. This planning application if approved in its 

current form represents the single largest building development ever in Green Hammerton and will 

change the nature of the village forever. Some new building is supported, but this proposed 

development is seen as disproportionate to the present size of our community and needs to be 

reduced, particularly when a separate formal application by Shepherd Homes for a further 16 new 

houses is likely to follow very soon. 

Your Parish Council have also formally written to Nigel Adams MP to give him the latest information 

on this application and to seek his support in our efforts to limit the building development that is 

being planned. 

Do read the Redrow application documents, do register your views and comments online or by 

letter, and if you are able to attend the Open meeting on 30th June we look forward to hearing your 

thoughts. 

 

 

Chris Chelton 

Vice-Chair, 

On behalf of Green Hammerton Parish Council 

 



 

 


