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Yorkshire Grand Départ, 5 and 6 July 
Tour de France 2014 

 

Guidance Sheet 2:  
Renting out your house, or setting up a temporary B&B 
 
 

This is one of a series of guidance sheets produced by Kirklees Council designed to help you 
make the most of the Tour de France coming to Yorkshire.    
 

The Tour de France is the world’s largest annual sporting event with a worldwide audience 
of 3.5 billion.  On Sunday 6th July the opening race of the Tour de France 2014, the Grand 
Départ, races through Kirklees from Ainley Top to Holme.   
 
‘Pop up’ (temporary) accommodation will provide you with an income, and help to facilitate 
the huge crowds expected in over the weekend.   
 
 

Frequently asked questions 
 

1. Do I need permission to rent out my house temporarily? 
No you do not. However, it is important that you check with your insurance company 
that you are not invalidating your insurance cover.  

    
2. Can I use my home as a temporary B&B? 

Yes, a domestic property can be used for B&B purposes without any planning or rating 
implications provided that the B&B accommodation caters for no more than six paying 
guests at a time, AND the proprietors live in the property.  However, it is important that 
you check with your insurance company that you are not invalidating your insurance 
cover.  
 
If you supply food (whether bought or cooked yourself) you must register with the 
environmental health department.  A new business must submit an application form for 
registration at least 28 days before it begins trading.  Download a Food Premises 
registration form at http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/community/food/food.shtml  or contact 
01484 414739. 
 
You will need to apply for a Temporary Events Notice or Premises Licence if you are 
intending to sell alcohol or run a bar.  Apply online at: 
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/business/licensing/index.aspx  

 

http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/community/food/food.shtml
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/business/licensing/index.aspx
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3. What are my legal responsibilities? 
You must: 

 Have appropriate public liability insurance. 

 Fully comply with Health and Safety legislation, and conduct regular risk assessments. 
This includes Fire safety and product safety.  You can find out more about general risk 
assessments at www.hse.gov.uk  You can find templates to help you conduct a fire risk 
assessment at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-risk-
assessment-sleeping-accommodation 

 Display no smoking signs in enclosed public places – this includes toilets.  If you wish to 
provide smoke free accommodation it your responsibility to make guests aware, and to 
display no-smoking signs in a prominent position at each entrance.    

 Not make any false statement in any of your advertising, and you must not give 
misleading prices 

 Not use any consumer details for marketing purposes without their consent 

 Have a current TV licence for each property if your guests will be watching live TV at any 
point during their stay.  

 Get a Performing Right Society licence to cover any copyright music played on the 
premises, whether through radio, television, CD play, video recorder or any other 
mechanical device if you have 4 or more bedrooms in your property, or you plan to let 
more than one self catering property.  www.prsformusic.com 

 
4. What else should I consider? 

 If the proposed site is on the race route, road access on the day of the race will be 
severely limited – the road will be closed for 8 hours minimum.  You should ask visitors 
to arrive a few days before the event, and inform them when they will be able to leave. 

 Where will customers put their rubbish? 

 Availability of fire safety precautions 

 Are your neighbours aware of your intention? 

 Will you provide laundry/towels, or expect guests to bring their own? 

 If you have a DVD player in your property, ask guests to bring their own DVDs to watch.  
This way you will avoid the need to purchase a licence to show DVDs. 

 Ensure that any food/litter waste generated is disposed of properly. 

 You may wish to charge a cancellation fee, or request a deposit; make guests aware of 
this before accepting the booking.  Self catering establishments often charge a 25% 
deposit at the time of booking, with full balance paid six to eight weeks in advance of 
arrival.    

 
5. What should I charge? 
Across Yorkshire, local authorities and Welcome to Yorkshire are encouraging 
accommodation providers not to charge inflated prices, but to maximise income by stating 
minimum night stays instead.  It’s important to the visitor economy long term that the 
county retains its fantastic reputation as welcoming and excellent value for money.  Stating 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-risk-assessment-sleeping-accommodation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-risk-assessment-sleeping-accommodation
http://www.prsformusic.com/
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minimum night stays also helps to retain visitors in the destination for longer, visiting local 
businesses and exploring the area.   
 
For house rental, you can only sell gas or electricity to your guests on a non-profit basis; 
make sure the fee is included in your price.   
 
Bear in mind that guidance may be issued by the Tour de France organisers, ASO, regarding 
the maximum amount you can charge. 
 
Compare yours to similar properties on www.yorkshire.com in order to guide your pricing.   
 
6. How can I promote my accommodation? 
The Tour de France provides a fantastic opportunity for us all to promote our beautiful 
landscapes, and vibrant town centres, and create a lasting legacy for our local economy.   

 
Please let Kirklees Council know if you are proposing renting out your house or set up a B&B 
as we can help publicise it online, and via our Tourist Information Centres. You will need to 
agree to a basic Charter (currently under development).  Please email 
jess.newbould@kirklees.gov.uk  
 
You may wish to promote your accommodation online – through social media, or a small 
website.  Use images to showcase the local area, and tell the consumer exactly what you 
are offering, including terms and conditions and a clear pricing structure.    
 
Make your guests experience wonderful – often it’s the little things that count: 

 Keep checking www.kirklees.gov.uk/letour for the latest traffic announcements, local 
event details, offers and discounts for visitors; pass this information on to your 
guests 

 Welcome them with refreshments and homemade cake 

 Recommend or use local produce 

 Provide guests with details of public transport services 

 
7. Can I use my home as a permanent B&B or guest house? 

You can, but regulations apply.  You can download a comprehensive fact sheet at 
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/visitors/businessAdvice.aspx  
 

8. Can I promote a second home as a self catering cottage more permanently? 
You can, but regulations apply.  You can download a comprehensive fact sheet at 
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/visitors/businessAdvice.aspx  

 
For more information on the Tour de France 2014 visit www.kirklees.gov.uk/letour and 
www.letouryorkshire.com  

 

http://www.yorkshire.com/
mailto:jess.newbould@kirklees.gov.uk
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/letour
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/visitors/businessAdvice.aspx
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/visitors/businessAdvice.aspx
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/letour
http://www.letouryorkshire.com/
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October 2013 edition - disclaimer 
This information is meant as a starting point only.  Whilst 
all reasonable efforts have been made, Kirklees Council 
cannot guarantee that the information is accurate and 
up-to-date and will not be responsible for any errors or 
omissions.  Professional advice should be sought where 
appropriate. 
 


