
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New head keen to 

forge links with 

the community 
  
Green Hammerton Primary 
School has a new head-
teacher, Jenny Langley. She 
succeeds Carol Wallis who 
retired last term after 17 
years in charge. 
  
Jenny (left), who has particular 
interests in literacy and music, 
was previously headteacher at the 
180-pupil Bishopthorpe Infant 
School in York for four years and, 
prior to that, held the post of 
deputy head at Dringhouses 
Primary for eight years. 
  
She told Village View: “The first 
two weeks have been  busy but 
very positive. It’s a lovely school 
and I’m looking forward to 
working with everybody. The 
priority for the staff and I is to 
look at the curriculum, learning 
opportunities and the school 
environment to continue the 
school’s success after all Carol’s 
hard work. I’m also keen to 
develop links between the 
children with the community 
working closely with Revd Joan 
Roper from St Thomas’.” 
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Parish council round-up 
 
by Ivan Andrew 
of Green Hammerton Parish Council 
 
We have so many concerns currently that it is difficult 
to know where to start this article. Under the 
circumstances I have written it under separate 
headings rather than continuous text for easy 
reference: 
 
Sugar beet factory 
A sugar beet factory, below, is proposed next to the 
incinerator at Allerton. Dwarfing the waste plant, the 
new factory would operate 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, and require over 3,000 return HGV trips daily 
which would result in diesel pollution and traffic chaos 
on the A168, A59 and A1M. On top of that a bad egg 
smell will be emitted by the hydrogen sulphide used in 
the process and land that provides habitat for birds, 
animals and flowers will be adversely affected. A public 
meeting was due to take place in Boroughbridge on 27 
Sept. Keep up to date and sign the petition at 
stopthebeetfactory.co.uk. If you wish to object about 
the scheme to Harrogate Borough Council please write 
direct to the chief planner and individual councillors.                                     

 
‘Great Hammerton’ development  
The vision document of developers CEG is available on 
their website. Keep Green Hammerton Green will be 
delivering a newsletter shortly. The important decision 
is expected on Wed 6 Dec and fundraising will 
continue in the meantime (see pp3, 4 and 7). 
 
Ongoing housing development  
Both developments are causing concerns. Linden 
Homes are taking deliveries outside the agreed hours 
despite having tried to resolve the matter and Redrow 
have installed traffic lights on Harrogate Road without 
informing residents. Surface water also flooded the 
area in the recent storms. The parish council will raise 
these issues with the site managers and Harrogate 
Borough Council but by all means make direct contact 
or email our clerk via greenhammertonparishcouncil@ 
gmail.com. 
 
General issues 
Grass cutting matters have been raised with the 
contractor and these should be resolved in the near 
future. Please check if you have trees or branches 
overhanging footpaths as some are becoming quite 
dangerous. Dog fouling continues to cause problems, 
both around the village and playing field. There have 

been reports of people picking up the mess and then 
throwing the bag into the nearest garden! Please take 
your bags home or use appropriate bins.                                                  
We have been informed that the two entrances at 
either ends to the village are on the plan for 
resurfacing. Harrogate Road is not on any plan at the 
moment but we hope it will be once the new estate is 
completed. Residents are continuing to park on the 
corner opposite the Bay Horse which is even more 
dangerous given the state of Harrogate Road while new 
drains are fitted. The village co-ordinator for 
Neighbourhood Watch is John Lang who can be 
contacted on 07532 015796.       
                                                                                                                                             
District/parish council revision       
The revision will take place next May. We have asked 
for clarification about implications for Green 
Hammerton. Our expectation is that in future there 
will be fewer district councillors and that two or three 
parishes will unite. We will provide an update after the 
next parish council meeting in late October. 
 
Future meetings  
The next parish council meeting will be held in the 
village hall on Mon 30 Oct at 8pm (note change of 
date). The following meeting has been planned for Mon 
11 Dec at the same time and venue. We anticipate a 
discussion of our response to the development plans 
for the area which should be announced at the district 
council meeting on Wed 6 Dec. (The next issue of 
Village View has been put back in view of this. Ed). 
 
New parish councillors   
Unfortunately Claire Greenwood has had to resign 
from the council due to work commitments. We thank 
her for all she has done and wish her well in the future.  
Subsequently two villagers have volunteered for two of 
the three vacancies on the council namely John 
Lambert and Shaun Harland. We look forward to 
welcoming and working with them for the remaining 
six months of the council. If you are interested in filling 
the remaining vacancy please contact the clerk via 
greenhammertonparishcouncil@gmail.com or contact 
any parish councillor. 
 
 

Covenant hitch to development plan? 
 
by Susan Goss-Clements of 
Keep Green Hammerton Green 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in the 
campaign to date. There were a very high number of 
written objections to the plans for the proposed 3,000 
new houses. We await final numbers and will keep 
people informed on progress. 
 
You may have seen in the Yorkshire Post recently that 
CEG have to show they have control over all of the land 
before proceeding with the development. Some fields 
they need are subject to a legal covenant agreed in 
2003 when the land was first purchased from North 
Yorkshire County Council. The agreement stated that 
sale for building within a 30-year period would see a 
large percentage of the money returned to the council, 
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all of which may have delayed agreement for a sale to 
CEG. 
 
A meeting was scheduled for 26 Sept at which the 
council was due to decide whether to vary the terms of 
the agreement and thereby allow the landowner to 
receive a greater share of the sale value which would 
see a reduction in sale proceeds going to the public 
purse. 
 
We learned that the intention was to hold this meeting 
in private, citing commercial sensitivity and the view 
that it was not in the public interest to be open to 
scrutiny. We objected and demanded to know what 
justification there was to change the original terms, 
with our deputy chair of the action group poised to ask 
a question of the council directly.  However, at the time 
of going to press, we understand the meeting has been 
delayed until early October. 
  
The next few weeks are crucial as Harrogate Borough 
Council approaches decision day for the preferred 
location for this new town. We will keep you informed 
on all fronts. Look out for village e-mails, our Keep 
Green Hammerton Green newsletter and remember to 
‘like’ our Facebook page to follow progress and find out 
what you need to do to help stop this over-
development. 
 

 

 

 

Exciting new plans for 

village hall and playing fields 
 
by Brian Halling, chair of 
Green Hammerton Recreational Charity (GHRC) 
 
It’s been some since I have put pen to paper for our 
Village View but we currently have a number changes 
and updates so it seemed like a good time to do so. 
 
Board members 
We try to reflect the interests of village hall users and 
sporting groups in the composition of our board. We 
aim to ensure our hall and playing fields continue to 
meet village needs and are sustainable. Due to a couple 
of important changes we currently need a secretary and 
additionally someone to take the meeting minutes as 
Sue Holden has indicated she would like to hang up 
her pen after many years. If you can help in either of 
these roles please contact me on 331485. 
 
Our events/fundraising team of Chris Turner, Liz 
Powley, Carol Rutter, Jane Bannan and Sue Holden 
feel that after doing this for a long time they would like 
to offer the opportunity to a younger team to take over. 
We thank them for all the hard work in helping the 
GHRC to be so successful. They have created some 
great events. They have offered to provide help if 
needed to a new team. I regret to confirm that the 
Halloween walk will not take place this year unless 
someone is willing to lead this event. 
  
However, I’m pleased to announce that Jenny Hymas 
will take on the role of events and fundraising leader 
and is currently assembling her new team. Please give 
Jenny or I an email or call if you are interested. The 
first task Jenny is planning to do is decorate the village 
hall for Christmas. 
  
Children’s playground 
You will have seen that we have upgraded the 
playground with new fencing, seats, picnic bench, soft 
pour surfacing, signs etc. It looks very nice and we have 
a little painting to do still but it’s come at a cost of 
nearly £13,000. We received £6,000 from the Country 
Fayre event with the rest coming from our own funds 
as we do not get any financial help from outside. 
Indeed, our parish council provide ongoing support by 
paying for 19 of the 38 grass cuts the field needs each 
year. For information we spend over £3,000 on field 
and hedge maintenance each year. This year we have 
been fortunate in contracting with Redrow for 
temporary placement of the sales cabin by the car park 
at a rent of £600 per month which is a great help. The 
sums are being reinvested into our facilities 
immediately to benefit the facilities now.  
 
Redrow cabin 
Redrow will continue to use the sales unit until their 
new showhomes are ready for viewing which is 
expected in the early New Year. The unit will then be 
removed and the field area returned to normal. The 
office has been closed due to sales staff promotion and 
training of successors. 
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Redrow has also promised to complete our car park for 
us by surfacing the pebbled areas which we couldn’t 
afford to do and re-lining the parking spaces for us. 
The firm also provides kit sponsorship for the new 
Harrogate Craven & District Schools FA Squad’s under 
13s football team. Formed this year the side draws its 
players by selection from all schools in the district. 
Over 60 youngsters attended selection days on our 
fields this year which was a great sight! 
 
Finally with regards to Redrow, the Harrogate Road is 
subject to a temporary road closure to enable 
completion of surface water drainage. The corner will 
then be re-soiled and so on. I’m also trying to get new 
daffodills planted, myself and others having spent 
many years planting them down the bypass verge. 
 
Playing fields 
The cricket season has now finished and the club has 
put the wicket to bed for winter. There have been some 
exciting games this season and I’m sure they would like 
more visitors to watch. Football has now started with 
both the under 13s team (mentioned above) and the 
associated under 15s using the fields this season as well 
as Pannel Ash juniors. Last month we had Sheffield 
schoolboys in action. It’s well worth popping down to 
watch as I know a number of villagers do. You can 
usually get a bacon butty and tea or coffee to keep you 
warm. Ideally we would like to find a under 9s team for 
the bottom pitch. The local Football Association is 
looking into this for us. 

  

Hammerton Greenway 
The cycleway continues to move forward under the 
leadership of Jon Purday. He is pleased to report that 
in August North Yorkshire County Council finally and 
formally dedicated the proposed route after everyone 
affected along the route agreed to passage. The parish 
council and GHRC now need to co-sign the legal 
designated agreement with the NYCC. This is great 
news. The estimated cost of the cycleway is over 
£60,000. The vast majority, if not all, of this sum, will 
stem from the Redrow and Linden Homes develop-
ments in the form of commuted sums made available 
to the GHRC through Harrogate Borough Council. We 
will shortly try to establish a Friends of Green 
Hammerton Cycleway group to consider project and 
maintenance etc once its underway.  
 
Development plans 
Bearing in mind what the future may hold for our 
village we are currently trying through the leadership 
of Tom Polito to attract grant aid for a project. 
However, we recently heard that a small grant 
application to Harrogate Borough Council had been 
turned down as was an application to a land fill agency. 
We still have other organisations to approach. Our 
project is the creation a trim track around the 
perimeter of the playing field. It would extend about a 
third of a mile and include spacing work stations at 
intervals. The expected cost, dependant on type of 
running surface, will be in the region of £65,000. If 
you can help get in touch with Tom or myself. 
 
A larger and slightly longer term project is expansion 
of our village hall to include changing rooms with 
showers and a sports hall about the size of a badminton 
or basketball court with storage room. In this way we 
can create dual usage for the hall and include more 
activities for us all. Funding this will come primarily 
from the commuted sums being paid by the two 
current developers Redrow and Linden Homes. I 
expect the total build cost to be around £350,000. 
Both new housing developments are expected to finish 
within three years so shortly we will need to engage 
architects to start drawing up plans which we can then 
share with the village and subsequently adjust and 
improve as new ideas are suggested. 
  
So the outlook for the GHRC is all so very positive and 
ambitious. In the meantime we will continue to 
maintain and develop our current hall and fields. These 
facilities are envied by many other villages. We are very 
lucky! 
 
 

Badapples galore 
 
by Annabelle Polito of Badapple Theatre 
 
Badapple Theatre’s brand new comedy Salsa Verde is 
touring nationally until 28 Oct with shows at Green 
Hammerton on Tues 3 Oct and Hunsingore (with 
supper) on Fri 20 Oct. The story follows two different 
generations of characters among whom a romantic 
love-triangle seems destined to be repeated down the 
years. In 1939 a wartime Bevan Boy and a navy recruit 
clash at the dance hall as do another thoroughly 
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modern duo in 1999 fighting over the instructor at the 
local village hall salsa night. 
 
Our youth theatre resumes on Tues 3 Oct. Young 
people aged 7-14 are invited to participate on the 
course which consists of 12 weeks of theatre arts 
sessions with professional actors and direc-
tors, culminating in their very own bespoke panto next 
February. Sessions run every Tues night at Green 
Hammerton village club from 6pm-7.15pm for 7-9s, 
and 7.15-8.30pm for 10s. The price is £6 per session 
Thanks for generous financial support from 
Hethertons Solicitors and Be World Class Ltd. 
 
We will be back at Christmas with The Elves and the 
Carpenter, our popular family production featuring 
those pesky elves Coco and Biscuit who 
unwittingly cause all sorts of comic confusions! The 
tour calls  at Kirk Hammerton village hall on Fri 8 Dec.  
Finally, Jez Lowe’s Yule Do takes place at Green 
Hammerton village hall on Sun 17 Dec.   For more 
details on all performances see badappletheatre.com or 
call 339168. 
 
 

Noah’s on Trax 
 

 
Noah and family of Green Hammerton wish to say a 
big thank you to everyone who supported fundraising 
for his Tiny Trax, a compact and light electric powered 
wheelchair to replace one he’d grown out of. Noah and 
dad James, pictured, raised money through sponsor-
ship in the York 10k and mini-race which Noah 
completed in his kaye walker and wheelchair. Boosted 
by mentions on Minster FM, the duo hit their 
fundraising target in just over a week. James will run 
the York 10-mile race in October to raise money to buy 
an all-terrain wheelchair for him. Donate via 
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/noah-tilson. 
 

 

Bay Horse saddles up for Christmas 
 
by Tina Clarke of The Bay Horse 
 
Jon, our family and I would like to thank everyone in 
the village who has supported the pub as we approach 
our first anniversary here. We are pleased to announce 
that we have just taken a five-year lease on the pub so 

are planning on being in Green Hammerton for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
We co-host a charity music night featuring Simon 
Batchelor and Arnold with his band, The Raisers on Sat 
11 Nov from 8pm. This will be a donation only event in 
aid of Epilepsy Research. You can donate directly via 
justgiving.com/fundraising/bayhorseinn. Our target is 
at least £500. We also need raffle prizes.  
 
We are now taking bookings for Christmas. Our festive 
menus are available from Fri 1 to Sun 24 Dec. 
Harrogate entertainer Richard Upton will star at our 
Christmas party night on Thu 23 Dec. Book early to 
avoid disappointment. We will be open throughout the 
Christmas period. On Christmas Day we will open 
11am to 2pm for drinks only but are not serving food. 
 
 

Friends raised nearly £4,000 
 
by Annabelle Polito of 
Friends of Green Hammerton School 
 
Another new term has begun and we are gearing up for 
another fantastic year of events and fun to help raise 
funds for our school! We have a lot to live up to. Last 
year we managed to give £3,948 to the school to help 
pay for a new stage, Christmas parties, leavers’ hoodies 
for the year six children, the texting service and school 
trips. Children enjoyed traditional events like the 
Christmas fair and Easter teas as well as some brand 
new ones including the bunny drive and Smarties 
challenge! We also secured grant funding from 
Harrogate Borough Council which paid for a 
performance poet workshop, storytelling workshop, 
World Book Day performance and dance tuition for 
pupils culminating in our summer dance fiesta. A big 
thank you to all who helped FOGHS and continue to 
give their time. Watch this space for more exciting 
dates for the diary. 
 
 

Round up 
 

▪ Another very successful car boot sale was held on 
August bank holiday Monday, reports Martin Leather 
chairman of the St Thomas’ fabric committee. The 
proceeds were £675 which was slightly down on last 
year but nevertheless a very good effort. The money 
will be put towards re-pointing the east window to 
reduce the draughts. “I would like to thank everyone 
who helped on the day and all those who had stalls,” 
said Martin. 
 
▪ The team behind the village play evening next 
month (see ad, p7) seek costume sponsors to maximise 
funds raised. Ten sponsorships are available at £20 
each in return for which businesses or villagers get an 
advertisement in the programme. For more details 
contact play marketing officer Sally Walker via 330459 
or davidandsally9@tiscali.co.uk. 
 
▪ Patrick Boucher gave an a very interesting talk about 
the Yorkshire Air Ambulance at the most recent 

mailto:davidandsally9@tiscali.co.uk
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meeting of Kirk & Green Hammerton WI reports 
Ann Johnson. The WI next meets on Tues 10 Oct at 
7.30pm in the village hall, Green Hammerton, when 
Susan Goss-Clements will talk about her business 
Yorkshire Coastal Cottages. The competition is to bring 
an interesting item beginning with the letter ‘h’. 
 
▪ Rob Hughes seeks door to door collectors for the 
poppy appeal. The commitment is just an afternoon 
or couple of evenings. Contact Rob on 07740 944408. 
 
▪ Free CPR courses are being run by the patient 
group at Green Hammerton surgery on Tues 7 Nov and 
Tues 23 Jan at 6pm. For more details or to book a 
place contact Toni Ramsay on 322828 or email 
toni.ramsay@icloud.com. Meanwhile, a defibrillator 
is now available on the front wall of the surgery. Call 
999 for the code to open the cabinet it is housed in 
then follow the written or automatically read out 
instructions.  

 
▪ Mia O’Connor of Green Hammerton is pictured above 
with a loaf baked by and donated to St Thomas’ and 
Green Hammerton School’s harvest thanksgiving 
services by the Ainsty Farm Shop. 

 
▪ The Collavoce choir drawn from Green Hammerton 
and local villages performs The Sound of Cinema IV at 
the Wesley Chapel in Harrogate on Fri 20 Oct at 
7.30pm. Tickets £10 adults, under 16s free. 
 
▪ The last garden waste collection of the season is 
on Tues 5 Dec. 
 
▪ A new ferry service across the River Nidd between 
Nun Monkton and the grounds of Beningborough Hall 
(pictured below) began operating in August. It runs at  
weekends only from 11am to 4pm until the end of 
October for this year and costs £2 per adult and £1 per 
child per crossing. The last time a ferry operated was 
1952. See nunmonktonferryboat.org. 
 

 

Village View is published bi-monthly and distributed 
free to every household in Green Hammerton. Also 
available online at greenhammerton.org.uk/ 
village-view-newsletter. 
 
Edited by Paul Kirkwood, 331396.  
Printed courtesy of Mick Harrison and 
Arena Group (arenagroup.net). 
 
All news to paulkirkwood@talktalk.net. 
 
Next issue out: Tues 19 Dec. 
Copy deadline: Sun 10 Dec. 
 



 

You are cordially invited  to an intimate evening of charming amusement delivered by 

our very own local actors and accompanied by a delectable supper, all in aid of the 

The KGHG campaign and GHRC. 

Performances are available: 

FRI 10TH NOVEMBER & SAT 11TH NOVEMBER, 7.30PM 

The venue will be Green Hammerton Village Hall 

2 plays, 3 course supper £15  

Not a large fortune for such entertainment even for a 

family with five daughters and low connections! 

Indeed, as the evening unfolds you will enjoy the world premiere of 

LIVING WITH MRS BENNETT by Kate Bramley 

Correspondence between Mr & Mrs Bennett concerning a suitor 

for the their fourth daughter, Mary. 

Then you will be refreshed by a delicious soup then next 

PRIDE AT SOUTHANGER PARK 

by Rupert Bean in collaboration with Michael Green – 

a good natured journey through the esteemed works of Jane Austen 

Followed by a commendable main course and finally a sumptuous dessert. 

You may procure your tickets from : 

Chris Turner 01423 331306, c.turner2011@btinternet.com 

Jane Bannan 01423 339442 janebannan@btinternet.com 

Sue Holden 01423 330440 

We urge you to book early as last time this company staged such an evening 

it sold out very quickly and many were disappointed and required the smelling salts. 

 

mailto:c.turner2011@btinternet.com
mailto:janebannan@btinternet.com


 

 

 

Down Memory Lane: royal connections 
 
by the editor 
 
This year marks the 40th anniversary of the the Queen 
and Duke of Edinburgh’s visit to Green Hammerton on 
13 July 1977 during one of their six Silver Jubilee tours 
of the UK. They were en route from the Great 
Yorkshire Show in Harrogate to York and paused 
briefly in their police-escorted Rolls Royce in front of 
the Bay Horse while school children waved. Pic 
courtesy of Dougie Mack. He was there! 
 
A feature on Green Hammerton in the Yorkshire Post 
earlier in the year recounted another visit by a 
monarch to our village: 
 
“Henry IV [pictured right] spent a night in Green 
Hammerton in 1403 after falling ill while marching 
north through heavy rain to subdue the Percys, Earls of 
Northumberland, who had taken up arms in rebellion. 
The next day the king was taken to Ripon where he 
stayed a week to recuperate. It is thought this was the 
beginning of the long illness, possibly leprosy, which 
led to his death in 1413 at the early age of 47.” For the 
full feature see the news section of the village website. 
 
 
 SO ARE WE GOING TO GET THE 3,000 HOUSES OR NOT? 

All the news of and reaction to the big Harrogate BC meeting 

on 6 Dec (see pp2 & 3) in the next edition of Village View. 


