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Second 

helping, 

please! 
 
by the editor 
 
Five local thespians took to 
the stage at a packed Green 
Hammerton village hall on 
November 14 to perform 
Between Mouthfuls by Alan 
Ayckbourn. 
 
Set in a restaurant in the 70s, the 
comedy concerns two couples 
who know each other but are 
unaware that the other is dining 
close by. They have even more in 
common than you might expect 
as revealed by their conversations 
which overlap and intertwine as 
the courses are served. 
 
The cast features Barry Atkinson 
and Helen Walsh as one couple 
and Pete Morrill and Loretta 
Smith as the other. All are 
dressed in suitable period style, 
Barry’s beige suit particularly 
catching the eye especially 
towards the end when it becomes 
part of the narrative. Helen 
perfectly captures Mrs Pearce, his 
nagging partner who only ever 
has half a glass of wine. Pete 
evokes the work bore more 
married to his job than wife while 
Loretta conveys a range of 
emotions with her accent and 
gestures, anxiously dabbing the 
corners of her mouth with a 
knapkin as her husband delves  
 

 
into the details about her solo 
holiday. Claire Jeffrey steps out 
from behind her desk as 
administrator with Badapple 
Theatre to reveal on-stage talents 
too. As the initially unphased, 
‘seen it all before’ waitress her 
eyes widen ever further and she 
forgets to stop pouring the 
dressing as, finally, the truth 
about foreign forays emerges. 
 
Debutant director Chris Turner 
injects a great sense of fun into a 
short, light and amusing piece 
and leaves you wanting more. The 
play was followed by a 70s-
themed supper of prawn cocktail, 
chicken chasseur and profiteroles 
or Black Forest gateau. Well done 
to the chefs viz Sally Morrill, 
Fiona Ashford, Rachel Holloway, 
Sally Walker, Sue Holden and Liz 
Powley. 
 
▪ Pic by Kate Bramley 
 

 
Chris Turner writes: The evening 
was so well attended and we had 
to disappoint so many people that 
we have decided to repeat it on 
Sat 19 March.  Already over half 
of the tickets have been reserved 
so if you are interested please ring 
one of us now: Sue Holden on 
330440, me on 331306 or Carole 
Rutter on 331669.  Tickets incl-
uding the meal cost £12.50.  A bar 
serving cocktails and Irish 
whiskies will be available. 
 
Many thanks to Badapple for 
their help and support. The show 
wouldn’t have been half as good 
without them!  Thanks also to 
everyone that participated by 
acting, prompting, sourcing and 
making props and costumes, 
cooking and serving the food and 
operating the bar. We will def-
initely try another play next 
autumn. If you are interested in 
directing please ring me.  
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Track on the map 
 
by Jon Purday 
 
The full proposal, costing and survey for the safe cycle 
track to Thorpe Underwood now dubbed the 
Hammerton Greenway has been published on the 
village website: greenhammerton.org.uk/hammerton-
greenway-cycle-track. 
 
The route will run from Water Slack Lane at the end of 
the Green, past Low Farm and across the fields to Moss 
Hill Lane in Thorpe Underwood. It will have a stone 
all-weather surface suitable for cyclists, walkers, 
buggies and wheelchairs. 
 
The proposal shows that young people and families are 
very keen to cycle out of the village but are prevented 
by the busy Boroughbridge Road. It quotes Gia 
Margolis of Harrogate Wheel Easy and Harrogate Cycle 
Action who says: “Children and adults who have the 
opportunity to cycle along traffic free routes gain 
confidence and skills that cannot be gained on our busy 
roads.” 

 
From Thorpe Under-
wood there are quiet 
back roads linking to 
Aldwark Bridge where 
the Way of the Roses 
coast to coast cycle 
route meets National 
Cycle Route 65. The 
Hammerton Greenway 
also links back to 
Hammerton station via 
Kirk Hammerton Lane 
making it user-friendly 
for people bringing 
their bikes by train 
from York and Harrogate.  
 
The proposal was commissioned by our parish council 
with contributions from Little Ouseburn and Kirk 
Hammerton councils and Harrogate Borough Council. 
It was compiled by consultants John Grimshaw CBE, 
who founded Sustrans, the charity behind the National 
Cycle Network, and David Gray, who developed the 
Cumbria to Tyneside C2C cycle route. 
 
Local aggregate supplier Warren Phylliskirk worked 
with them on details of materials and surfaces and 
provided costings. Diagrams in the proposal show how 
the track will be constructed and estimates show that it 
could be built for under £60,000. 
 
The next step is to use the proposal to help us raise the 
money. Chris Lewis, our local borough councillor, is in 
contact with the commercial enterprises in the region 
that support community initiatives, and is also working 
with Harrogate Borough Council and North Yorkshire 
County Council to identify funding opportunities. To 
join the mailing list for news updates contact me via 
jonathan.purday@gmail.com. 

 
On his bike … Jon Purday at the bottom of the green. 
 
▪ For a detailed map of the proposed new path from the 
bottom of the green and a colour version of the map 
opposite see the village website, as above. 
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Proposals down the drain? 
 
by Gilly Leather of Green Hammerton parish council 
 
It seems that the Redrow and Linden Homes planning 
applications will be coming before the planning 
committee of Harrogate Borough Council (HBC) in the 
not too distant future. The parish council has sub-
mitted extremely comprehensive responses to both 
applications thanks to some very industrious work by 
Councillor Chris Chelton.  
 
In his reports he has covered all the concerns that have 
been brought to the council over the last few months 
including number and style of houses, impact on traffic 
flow, the school and the surgery and, probably most 
importantly, access to both sites and the capability (or 
not) of our drains to cope with the extra surface and 
foul water. The council has asked HBC to consider both 
applications together so that a sensible solution to the 
access problem might best be achieved. We are afraid 
that this is somewhat of a long shot but we thought 
that we must try to get them to see that both app-
lications bring almost identical concerns which would 
be better dealt with in one go. Your can view both 
responses in full on the HBC planning website. 
 
We are pleased to report that the commuted sum 
arising from these two sites has been reviewed and the 
majority of the money will now come to Green Hamm-
erton rather that being diverted to Kirk Hammerton. 
 
Two councillors met with representatives from 
Yorkshire Water recently to impress upon them the 
seriousness of the poor state of our sewerage system. 
Whilst Yorkshire Water appreciated that there had 
been a few problems they had no idea of their historical 
magnitude and thus believed they had no reason to 
object to the planning applications. After the meeting 
they agreed to review their response and said that the 
public need to complain to them when the system fails. 
So, we are asking for your help. If you witness a breach 
in the foul water system please could you photograph 
the incident and let Paul Whelan, our parish clerk, 
know what has happened (via paul.whelan201@ 
btinternet.com) so that he can inform Yorkshire 
Water? This would enable us to provide proof that the 
system is not up to coping with over 100 new homes. 
 
Some white marks have appeared on the pavements at 
the top of Back Lane and at the Bernard Lane York 
Road junction. Are our dropped kerbs imminent? Let's 
hope so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acting lessons for all 
 
by Kate Bramley of Badapple Theatre 
 
As I write there are still a handful of tickets left for Jez 
Lowe’s annual festive folk night, Mistletoe on Tyne, in 
Green Hammerton village hall on Thu 17 Dec at 
7.30pm. See pic below. The show is part folk concert, 
part music-hall revue, with songs, humour and music 
done the way only Geordies know how but with plenty 
of attraction for audiences further south as sell-out 
crowds and return performances from Surrey to 
Northumberland can testify. Tickets cost £9.50 for 
adults and £5 for under 16s and are available via 
339168 or office@badappletheatre.com.  

  
Our young actors sessions for 7-11 year olds continue 
on Tuesdays night from 6pm-7.15pm at the Village 
Club. They’re working up to a silent movies-inspired 
performance just before next half-term with director 
Sue Rosser. For the first session back in the New Year 
on Tues 5 Jan they will be joined by professional actor 
and clown Colin Moncrieff.  
  
Meanwhile, we offer the first of our performance 
sessions open to participants of any age who would like 
to know more about theatre on Sat 9 Jan. In the 
morning our resident designer, Catherine Dawn, will 
be on hand for an informal discussion session at the 
GHRC coffee morning at the village hall to answer 
questions about set and costume design and showcase 
some of her design and animation catalogue. In the 
afternoon at 1.30pm Colin Moncrieff will be leading a 
performance session in physical comedy and clowning. 
This is open to young people (aged 11 and over) and 
adults of any age. No experience needed, just a 
willingness to have a bit of fun and learn some new 
theatre skills. The cost of this session is £4 per person. 
You can pre-book via the contact details above. 
 

 

 

 

Down Memory Lane 

feature: see pages 6&7 
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School holds first Remembrance service 
 
by Laura Wells-Law of Green Hammerton School 
 
We have hosted our first Remembrance Day service at 
St Thomas’s church. It was attended by the whole 
school, parents, grandparents and members of the 
local community. The year five and six children sang so 
beautifully and emotionally and gave a gift of their 
voices to all who attended. The younger children had 
all made a poppy to present to their families. We have 
received several acknowledgements from those who 
attended, commending the children and staff on the 
tone and quality of this service.  
 
Reception and year one and two children are very busy 
preparing for their nativity entitled “It's a baby”. They 
have been fine tuning their singing voices and learning 
the songs by heart. We have some budding actors and 
actresses in our midst! There will be matinée on Wed 9 
Dec at 2.15pm and an evening performance the 
following day at 6pm. All welcome. Please contact the 
school office for tickets. 

 

Friends getting festive 

 
by Rachael Holloway of 
Friends of Green Hammerton School 
 
This time of year is always a busy one for us and this 
year is no exception. At the beginning of November the 
children enjoyed another great disco night before 
turning their attention to all things Christmas. This 
week alone we have served refreshments after carols 
round the tree, hosted a class one coffee, croissants and 
carols event and opened our Secret Santa room so that 
the children can do their Christmas shopping. 
 
We hold our Christmas fair on Sun 6 Dec from 2-4pm 
in the school hall. There will be lots of stalls, refresh-
ments and Father Christmas will be in his grotto ready 
to hear if you’ve been naughty or nice!  
 
 

News from the pews 

 
by David MacDonald of St Thomas’ church 

We brought in the harvest with some very enjoyable 
services and a beautifully decorated church (thanks 
again to the children at school). After the service at 
Whixley the produce generously donated by parents 
and the congregation was handed over to our friends 
from St Aidan’s in Leeds. 
 
They use distribute the food in the guise of the charity 
Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers which 
does valuable work in Leeds helping the needy who 
may not be in a position to feed themselves properly. 
 
Every house in the village will shortly be receiving 
details of Christmas services in all the parishes in our 
benefice. We hope there will be something which will 

appeal and you can be assured of a warm welcome 
wherever you choose to go.  
 
▪ Next year we are going to try out a new way of being 
church, writes Revd Joan Roper. Once a month in 
Whixley village hall we will be holding a short informal 
service of worship in the afternoon followed by hot 
refreshments. The first session will be held on Sun 3 
Jan at 4pm. The service is designed to appeal to all 
ages and the music will include modern and traditional 
tunes. We welcome everyone in the benefice, whether 
you are a committed Christian or whether you are 
seeking to find out more about the Christian faith. We 
will be sitting at tables, café style, and we hope that this 
informal arrangement will encourage a convivial 
atmosphere and good fellowship. For further inform-
ation, please contact me on 331661. 
 
 

Hammerton WI is best in show 
 
by Elsie Rymer of  
Kirk & Green Hammerton WI, 331641 
 
September was a busy month. We celebrated the WI’s 
centenary and our 85th birthday, representatives 
attended the North Yorkshire East Federation autumn 
council meeting and we hosted the Marston Moor 
group of WIs show in Green Hammerton village hall. 
 
The meeting featured two excellent speakers. The first 
was Tricia Stewart who provided behind the scenes 
insights to the well-known story of the Calendar Girls. 
She was followed by Simeon Wood who soon had us 
laughing and tapping our feet as he played a variety of 
instruments from the well known to the unusual (eg 
Romanian pan pipes) to the improvised (an NHS 
walking stick and bicycle pump)! 

 
Hosted by a different WI in the group every two years, 
the group show included craft, photography, flower 
and food classes. Our WI pulled out all the stops not 
only by hosting the show but also submitting the 
maximum number of entries (five per WI) in many 
classes. Our efforts secured the trophy for the highest 
number of points overall and individual trophies. 
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Jo Smakman, a member of the Flowers from the Farm 
group and National Garden Scheme, advised us on 
growing flowers for the home at our October meeting. 
Her talk included tips on growing, cutting and 
displaying flowers whether you have the space for a 
dedicated cutting patch or use flowers from your 
borders. Our speaker last month following the AGM 
was Eleanor McRobert from Hearing Dogs for the 
Deaf. We also met nine-month old trainee hearing dog, 
Gerry, who stole the show!  
 
We will meet in Kirk Hammerton village hall for our 
Christmas meeting on Tues 8 Dec when will be making 
a Christmas wreath and sharing sketches, poems, 
songs and supper. Our first meeting of next year will 
take place on Tues 12 Jan at Kirk Hammerton village 
hall when Janet Dixon will be helping us learn how to 
shed some of those festive pounds with some keep fit 
activities. 
 
 

Village Club round-up 
 
by Chris Nottingham 
 
About 30 children from Green Hammerton and 
surrounding area took part in a pool competition at 
the Village Club on Sundays last month. Competitors 
ranged in skill from those who had not picked up a cue 
before to those who, as the saying goes, were clearly 
already in the midst of a mis-spent youth! 
 

Congratulations to the champions: Jake Temple (11-13 
years age group, pictured above with Christopher Hay), 
Lee Swan (9-10), Alexander Bowen (7-8) and Arthur 
Hamilton and Matthew Darby (5-6).  
 
The competition was organised by Malcom and Rita 
Horner with the help of other members of the 
committee and pool teams affiliated with the club. 
Medals were sponsored by hairdresser Gerald Allen of 
Acomb and Christopher Hay of the village post office 
and shop. Thanks goes to all these people for making 
the event possible. 
 
Children from across the village descended on the Club 
for an afternoon of fun and frolics for Hallowe’en. 
There were competitions for fancy dress and ‘most 

scary pumpkin’ and the children also decorated 
biscuits with blood red and green slime, icing! Thanks 
to Mandy Helliwell for organising the event. 

 
Our Christmas opening times are as follows: 
 
Mon 21 Dec to Wed 23 Dec: 6 to 11pm. 
Christmas Eve: 3pm until late. 
Christmas Day: 11am to 1pm and 8 to 11pm. 
Boxing Day: 4pm to midnight. 
Sun 27 Dec: noon to 11pm. 

 

Shop talk: Annette bids farewell 

 
by Christopher Hay of the post office and village shop 
 
It is with sadness and trepidation that we have to say 
goodbye to Annette Atkinson. After 11 years she has 
decided it is time to move to pastures new and is 
leaving us after Christmas. Annette always carries a 
cheery disposition and a knowledgeable and prof-
sessional attitude to her work. Her excellent service 
will be hard to replicate. 
  
We also have a new starter in Frank Atkinson (no 
relation to Annette!) from Whixley, who has joined the 
team and is working hard to be able to help you with all 
your post office and shop requirements as we enter the 
Christmas period. 
 
We continue to add new stock so keep popping back to 
see what is new in store. Our handmade ‘box fresh’ 
Yorkshire pizzas are going down a treat with the our 
regulars. They come with a locally sourced toppings 
including Yorkshire ham and roasted mushroom which 
just has to be tasted! 
 
Complemented by our fresh breads, our range of 
Yorkshire Provender soups and sauces are the perfect 
way to warm up after a hectic day with 
delightful combinations such as root 
vegetable with pearl barley, beetroot 
and horseradish and a roast chicken 
with traditional vegetables. 
  
We now stock 49 wines, including our 
latest edition, our first organic wine 
from the Languedoc region of France. 
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Hats off to the Lord of the Manor! 

 
by the editor 
 
Ivan Andrew, pictured, turned back the clock to 1911 
for a history event at the village hall on November 19 
and 20. Sporting a cravat, colourful waistcoat and 
bowler hat, he played the part of Charles Farrer, 
former Lord of the Manor at Green Hammerton, as he 
led a virtual guided walk illustrated by archive 
photographs. 

 
“Many people wouldn’t come to a history talk so I 
devise these evenings as performances, trying to 
present information in an entertaining and novel way,” 
explained Ivan. 
 
Charles explained how his father had given the 
opportunity to house owners on the green to have front 
garden space for rent of sixpence per year. He owned 
the cottages at the bottom of the green which were 
were tenanted by his farm workers so they were 
excluded from the scheme. And that’s why to this day 
some houses on the green have front gardens and some 
don’t. Ivan – or should that be Charles – also explained 
that the village once had four chapels namely the 
Methodist chapel on Boroughbridge Road, St Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic chapel on the green and St Thomas’s 
Chapel of Ease, all still extant, as well as a primitive 
Methodist chapel that once stood in what’s now the 
garden of Plum Cottage. 

  
 
I knew that the Village Club was once called the Cycle 
Hotel to capitalise on the cycling craze in Edwardian 
times but hadn’t realised that the proximity of the 
railway had played a part in the re-branding. The hotel 
promoted itself as a convenient spot to reach and a 
good base for heading out to the Dales. Guests would 
then return for a final night’s accommodation before 
going home. The Cyclist Touring Club had been 
founded in Harrogate in 1878 which further strength-
ened local cycling connections. A century on and the 
village is firmly back on the cycling map again spurred 
on by the rail link as plans for the Hammerton 
Cycleway gather pace (see p2). 
 
Among the 40-strong audience for the evening 
performance was Joyce Donkin, grand-daughter in law 
of Walter Donkin whom we ‘met’ on the walk as new 
owner of the village stores. A York resident and regular 
visitor to Green Hammerton, she was accompanied by 
her daughter and grandson. Also attending was Sandra 
Mack, great grand-daughter of Mary Clapham who was 
landlady of the Bay Horse in 1911. 
 
The evening and matinee shows raised £200 for St 
Thomas’s Church fabric fund. 
 
▪ Archive pic, right, courtesy of Peter Nixon. 
 
 

Sequel coming soon 
 
by Ivan Andrew 
 
In the New Year I intend to begin to collect 
information on life in Green Hammerton from about 
1920 until the coronation of Elizabeth II in 1953.  If 
you are willing to help then you could start organising 
your thoughts now.  What was school like? Where did 
people live in the village? What jobs did they do? What 
entertainment was there?  One or two ex-residents 
have already started reminiscing for me.  Photographs 
and perhaps letters may help to shed more light on life 
in our village during this period.  
 
 

Green Hammerton in 1911 in statistics 
 
Ivan presented a slide with this information 
during his performance: 
 
According to the 1911 census there were 289 residents 
in the parish of Green Hammerton living in 73 
properties. The parish stretched from Providence 
Green down towards Skip Bridge and included the 
brick and tile works approximately where Helenfield is 
now but not Yon Cottage which was considered in 
Whixley.  

DOWN MEMORY LANE 
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Of the 289 residents 159 were female and 130 male, 18 
more than the 1901 census figure. All of the increase 
was in the over 70 and under 12 age groups. Eighteen 
households employed live-in servants, a drop from the  
previous census. Likewise, the number of agricultural 
and domestic workers had reduced by half from 1901.  
 
Sixty-two women from 47 households did not list an 
occupation but there were 25 children under school age 
who would need looking after. Some of these women 
may have taken on work, washing or ironing for other 
villagers but did not declare it.  
 
The parish appointed two commissioners of the poor 
who could allocate, appropriately, funds obtained from 
part of the village rates as well as rent for a field owned 
by the village opposite the brick works. 
 
At this time agricultural workers and other labourers 
would be paid less than a £1 a week while the living 
wage of the time for a family of five was reckoned to be 
25 shillings a week (£1.25).  In the town labourers 
could earn about this amount so many rural residents 
travelled to York to work and some to live taking 
advantage of the rail connection. If you were employed 
as a live-in servant you would get at least £10 per year 
in addition to free board and lodgings, but you would 
work very hard for long hours. The reading room 
(opened in 1910) was a great boon to the village.  
 

 
Residents had bought bricks to show their support for 
the building’s construction to the Board of Education 
and charity commissioners. 

 
 

Village Club nears quarter century 
 
by Paul Evans 
 
Ongoing research into the history of the Village Club 
reveals that it has been in existence as a public house 
and hostelry for at least 244 years. 
 
The Brewster, a list which once recorded all ale houses 
and public houses authorised to sell alcohol in a given 
district, mentions William Buck, Chris Burton and 
Thomas Buckton as licensees of ale houses in Green 
Hammerton on 4 September 1771. 
 
The Buck family has a known association with the 
village club with the last family member leaving in 
1859. The other two licensees are believed to have run 
either The Bay Horse or George public houses in the 
building now occupied by the post office. The 1777 
records show four licensees of ale houses in Green 
Hammerton. The fourth of them was a Henry Baldwin, 
who was probably the proprietor of The Fleece, the 
location of which is uncertain. 
 
 

FEATURE SPECIAL 
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Country fayre diary dates 
 
by Chris Turner of Green Hammerton 
Recreational Charity 
 
Preparations are already underway for the country 
fayre in the village on Sun 10 July next year. Want to 
know more? Then come to an open meeting on Tues 12 
Jan at 7.30pm at the village hall for a progress report. 
Find out how your family can have a good day out, your 
friends can come along and join in the fun and you can 
make a big difference to your village. 
 
The church is already involved and the school in talks 
about what they can do. We would like to involve all 
businesses and charities in the village. Please also see 
the flyer distributed with this issue of Village View 
about the Christmas coffee morning on Sat 12 Dec in 
aid of the country fayre. 
 
▪ We will be holding a quiz night on Sat 23 April. Full 
details in next Village View. 
 
 

A word from our sponsors 
 

Many thanks to the following residents who have 
generously co-sponsored this edition of Village View in 
return for a festive greeting: 
 
▪ Brian & Lindsay Councell wish everyone in the 
village a very happy and a peaceful New Year. 
 
▪ Ian & Dicky Black wish all our friends in the village 
a very happy Christmas. 
 

 
And a merry Christmas to our readers from all Village 
View correspondents and the editor. 
 
 

Village View is published bi-monthly and distributed 
free to every household in Green Hammerton. Also 
available online at greenhammerton.org.uk/ 
village-newsletter. 
 
Edited by Paul Kirkwood, 331396.  
Printed courtesy of Mick Harrison and 
Arena Group (arenagroup.net). 
 
All news to paulkirkwood@talktalk.net. 
 
Next issue out: Sun 31 Jan. 
Copy deadline: Sat 23 Jan. 
 

News in brief 
 
▪ Green Hammerton cricket club is in desperate 
need of new players for the coming season. Last season 
was difficult, the 2nd team having to forfeit five games 
due to lack of players at great cost to the club. 
Nevertheless, the club will still enter two teams in the 
Wetherby league next year. If you are interested in 
playing or know someone who may be please call Neil 
Phillips on 07795 387441. “We have a fantastic 
atmosphere in our squad and some of the best facilities 
in the area,” he said. Pre-season nets start in January 
for which Tuesday night transport can be provided. 

 
▪ The last garden recycling of the winter will be 
collected this Tues (8 Dec). Many thanks to Daniel of 
St Anne’s for mowing the verges on York Road for 
another summer. He does a great favour for the village. 
 
▪ Kirk Hammerton Singers stage their Christmas 
concert at St John’s Church in Kirk Hammerton on Sat 
19 Dec from 7.3opm. Tickets at £5 available from Nigel 
Robertshaw on 331081 or on the door. After show wine 
and nibbles in the village hall are included. 
 
▪ Collavoce, a group of 20 singers of varying ability, 
seeks new members. Led by musical director Catherine 
Leather, who is the organist at Whixley, Green 
Hammerton and Marton churches, the choir meets on 
Friday evenings at Marton school between 7.15 and 
9.45pm. Singers of all abilities are welcome and there 
is no audition. A core group of members sing at church 
services twice a month but this is not obligatory. The 
group performs a wide variety of music and sings in 
concerts at local venues and weddings. For more 
information ring David MacDonald on 330836. 
 
▪ The Hooked & Cooked fish and chip van will call 
on Wed 16 and Wed 23 Dec not the usual Thursdays. 
No service the following week then back as normal 
from Thu 7 Jan. 
 
▪ Congratulations to pianist Bertie Kirkwood, 13, 
who won the Rotary Club of Knaresborough’s Young 
Musician of the Year competition in the years 7-9 
category held at Boroughbridge High School. 


